Application No.: 09/658,387 



Docket No.: 05452/002002 



AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims as follows. 

1 . (Currently Amended) A digital identity device for id e ntifying l e gal e ntiti e s , comprising: 

[[a.] J a microprocesso r id e ntity device comprising a microprocessor identity that 

uniquely identifies the microprocessor ; 
[[b. a]] digital identity dataw are! , wherein the digital identity data is associated with a 

user of the digital identity device; 
a memory configured to store at least the digital identity data, 
c. m e ans for binding th e microprocessor identity devic e to th e digital id e ntity 
wherein the digital identity data is bound to the microprocessor identity . 

2. (Cancelled) 

3. (Cancelled) 

4. (Cancelled) 

5. (Cancelled) 

6. (Currently Amended) The digital identity device of claim 1 , wherein the digital identity data 

comprises at least one selected from the group consisting of a name, a digital picture, an 
address, a date of birth, a social security number, a driver's license number, a digital 
photograph, biometric information, credit card information, bank account information, an 
incorporation name, a date and place of incorporation, a name of a corporate officer, a 
corporate partner, and a database administrator name is for on e of th e group consisting 
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of an individual and a corporation; and wh e r e in tho digital id e ntity is uniqu e. 



7. (Currently Amended) The digital identity device of claim 1, wherein th e m e ans for binding is 
a- the digital identity data is bound to the microprocessor identity using software within 
the digital identity device s e cur e op e rating system . 



8. (Currently Amended) The digital identity device of claim 1, wherein the digital identity 

device further comprises an interface configured to enable the digital identity device to 
communicate with an external device a comput e r d e vic e and m e ans for communicating 
b e tw ee n th e comput e r d e vic e and th e digital id e ntity d e vic e. 

9. (Currently Amended) The digital identity device of claim [[1]] 8, wherein the interface 

comprises a n comput e r d e vic e is a comput e r board, a comput e r card, or a comput e r 
device with an input/output port. 



10.-29. (Cancelled) 



30. (Currently Amended) A method of identifying an origin of an electronic communication, 
comprisingi 

tagging the electronic communication to obtain a tagged communication , [[a.]] wherein 
the origin comprises a digital identity device microproc e ssor containing 
comprising digital identity information data a bout associated with the origin[[,]]; 
and 

determining the origin of the electronic communication using the tagged communication, 
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wherein tagging the electronic communication comprises: 

encrypting the electronic communication using the digital identity information 
data and an m — the encryption algorithm to obtain the tagged 
communication , and 

wh e r e in th e id e ntity information is for one of tho group consisting of an 
individual, a comput e r, and a corporation; and wh e r e in th e id e ntity 
information is uniqu e . 

wherein the digital identity device comprises: 

a microprocessor comprising a microprocessor identity that uniquely 

identifies the microprocessor, and 
a memory configured to store at least the digital identity data, 
wherein the digital identity data is bound to the microprocessor identity. 

31. (Cancelled) 

32. (Currently Amended) A method of identifying a_property, comprising: 

th e prop e rty having a microproc e ssor containing id e ntity information about the prop e rty, 
th e m e thod comprising binding digital identity data associated with the property 
to the a microprocessor identity of a microprocessor operatively connected to the 
property^ — wh e r e in binding th e — prop e rty — compris e s — binding — fee — id e ntity 
information to th e prop e rty using a s e cur e op e rating syst e m, wherein th e id e ntity 
information is for one of th e group consisting of an individual, a computer, and a 
corporation: and wh e r e in th e identity information is uniqu e and, 

verifying the identity of the property by querying the microprocessor, 
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wherein the digital identity data is bound to the microprocessor identity . 

33. (Cancelled) 

34. (Currently Amended) A method of securing an on e or mor e electronic document[[s]], 
comprising; 

obtaining digital identity data from a digital identity device operativelv connected to a 
computer in which the electronic document is stored: 

encrypting the electronic document[[sl] using the digital identity data , wh e r e in th e e l e ctronic 
docum e nts ar e stor e d on a comput e r having a microproc e ssor containing id e ntity 
information, wh e r e in th e id e ntity information is for on e of th e group consisting of 
an individual, a comput e r, and a corporation; and wh e rein th e id e ntity 
information is uniqu e 
wherein the digital identity device comprises: 

a microprocessor comprising a microprocessor identity that uniquely identifies 

the microprocessor : 
a memory configured to store at least the digital identity data, 
wherein the digital identity data is bound to the microprocessor identity . 

35. (Cancelled) 

36. (Cancelled) 

37. - 50. (Cancelled) 
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51. (New) The digital identity device of claim 7, wherein the software within the digital identity 
device comprises operating software. 

52. (New) The digital identity device of claim 51, wherein the operating software comprises a 
secure operating system. 

53. (New) The digital identity device of claim 1, wherein the digital identity data is electrically 
bound to the microprocessor identity. 

54. (New) The method of claim 30, wherein the digital identity data comprises at least one 
selected from the group consisting of a name, a digital picture, an address, a date of birth, a 
social security number, a driver's license number, a digital photograph, biometric 
information, credit card information, bank account information, an incorporation name, a 
date and place of incorporation, a name of a corporate officer, a corporate partner, and a 
database administrator name. 

55. (New) The method of claim 30, wherein the digital identity data is bound to the 
microprocessor identity using software within digital identity device. 

56. (New) The method of claim 55, wherein the software within the digital identity device 
comprises operating software. 
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57. (New) The method of claim 56, wherein the operating software comprises a secure operating 
system. 

58. (New) The method of claim 30, wherein the digital identity data is electrically bound to the 
microprocessor identity. 

59. (New) The method of claim 32, wherein the digital identity data comprises at least one 
selected from the group consisting of a name, a digital picture, an address, a date of birth, a 
social security number, a driver's license number, a digital photograph, biometric 
information, credit card information, bank account information, an incorporation name, a 
date and place of incorporation, a name of a corporate officer, a corporate partner, and a 
database administrator name. 

60. (New) The method of claim 32, wherein the digital identity data is bound to the 
microprocessor identity using software. 

61. (New) The method of claim 60, wherein the software comprises operating software. 

62. (New) The method of claim 61, wherein the operating software comprises a secure operating 
system. 

63. (New) The method of claim 32, wherein the digital identity data is electrically bound to the 
microprocessor identity. 
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64. (New) The method of claim 34, wherein the digital identity data comprises at least one 
selected from the group consisting of a name, a digital picture, an address, a date of birth, a 
social security number, a driver's license number, a digital photograph, biometric 
information, credit card information, bank account information, an incorporation name, a 
date and place of incorporation, a name of a corporate officer, a corporate partner, and a 
database administrator name. 

65. (New) The method of claim 34, wherein the digital identity data is bound to the 
microprocessor identity using software within the digital identity device. 

66. (New) The method of claim 65, wherein the software within the digital identity device 
comprises operating software. 

67. (New) The method of claim 66, wherein the operating software comprises a secure operating 
system. 

68. (New) The method of claim 34, wherein the digital identity data is electrically bound to the 
microprocessor identity. 



98843 



10 



